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Gopal Pandeyisateaselleron ChandniChowk, Old Delhi's main
commercial thoroughfare. He wakes up feeling grouchy one
morning in 1984, expectingnothing much from the day-but
by nightfall Indira
' Gandhi has been shot
" in the area, Gopal is
. embroiledin theresult-
. ant mayhem and he
| has, despite himself,
ined ownershipofa
"huge amount of
money. The Peacock
Throne follows the
sometimes hapless,
~ sometimes ruthless
' courseofhislifeover
| thenext15years.
| An inadvertent
 witness to many key
. historic moments,
Gopal finds political
 powerinhisgrasp.
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nature of politics, or vice versa? Despite the novel's narrative
beinga little too dependenton quirky twists of fateattimes
(uncomfortable memories of Forrest Gump do springto mind
occasionally) thisisastory considerably darker, more cynical
andyetmore rewarding than Hollywood would ever permit.
el 7 Nevertheless, it’s pretty hard

not to refer to The Peacock

Thisisa Throne's considerable length,

story which is largely a result of
considerably Sarafs highly intricate prose
P
darker and more style-youwill either find this
cynical than level of description frustrating
oryouwon't.
Hollywood While it doesn't veer into
would ever particularly farcical territory
have allowed” -andifyou'reafan of Vikram

Sethyou'll have builtup more
than enough stamina to ap-
preciate thislevel ofintricacy-the detail can slow the plotat
crucial points and occasionally befuddle the developmentof
the characters.

But the charactersare lively enough to cope with this-and
are the reason that this novel succeeds. Whirlwind tours of
modern Indian historyand lavish descriptionsare incidental
treatsrelative to spenzngtimewith Gopal Pandey and his de-
termination toseize all thatlife hasto offer,as well as the sup-
porting characters whomake thisbookatreat.
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