¢ IwriteinStarbucks on weekend after-

i noons, atatable marked ‘pleaseoffer this
¢ seat toour handicapped patrons'. I know
i what youare thinking, but thatisthe

i only surface large enough to hold my lap-
i top, notes, elbows and thoughts,

Measure what is measurable, and

| make measurable what is not s0,"said
i Galileo. Sol determine the lengths of my

hapters inadvance, fix the pace for each

and calculate how many words eachday

¢ willkeeptoagiven schedule. Chapter 2is
i alwayswrittenafter chapter 1 and fol-

i lowed by chapter3. When Itype “The

¢ End' (Lalways do, makes me feel good),

¢ thenovel is indeed

complete. The zeroth

i lawof thermodynamics precedes the first
i law,and] could not imagine itotherwise.

Seated at the forbidden table, lopen

i the Emacs editoronmy computer and

i type\chapter {name}. 1 specify theinden-
i tation - \parindent 0.5cm - and space

i between paragraphs - \parskip 0.6cm -~

¢ and push my text down—

i \vspacel lin}..
¢ cognoscenti, you

1 youbelong to the
know that these are

¢ commands used by a typesetting soft-
! warecalled Latex. In the twentieth centu-

ry, when typingin Microsoft Word

required prestidigital gymnastics, Latex

Saraf
could render Schrodinger's
withan elegance that would have made
Erwin weep. So lwrote everything using
Latex, typing \noindent and \set-

counter {page} and \thispagestyle {emp-
ty}... Wordand the world have now
passed Latex by, but clingtoitastoan
old fountain-pen.

Unfortunately, Emacs is silenton
what — {\it what} in Latex - to write,
unlike Word, which hasa lot tosay about
spelling and grammar and will soon offer
to write the whole book for you. Solusu-
ally stop after typing \begin {document |
and stareat the grey Emacs background
(which, let me tell you, is pleasant tolook
at). Then Topen another Emacs and cal-
culate the semi-major axis and eccentrici-
ty for asun-synchronous low-earthorbit
satellite. My coffee now paid for (ah, you
thought I was living off my writing?), 1
write the day's quota, delete some lines
(ctrl-k), type \end {document}, compileit,
debug it, convertadvifileto postseript
and then pdf, and it is ready for my agent.

1 know this happy equilibrium
between low-garth orbits and down-to-
earth writing cannot last. The written
word now exists solely in Microsoft
Word. My editor (the human, not the soft-
ware) asked meif [ could providea Word
version of my novel. The drinks at
Starbucks keep getting weirder (one
triple-venti vanilla low-fat caramel
machiadonowhip’) and their coffee
machines now look like nuclear reactors,
Some day, thoseanti-gle yhalisation pro-
testers will surely shatter every
Starbuckian window. I will then take the
bold step ({\bf } in Latex, click Bin Word)
of writingat homein Word. [ will save
my novel (ctrl-x sin Emacs, click the
diskette in Word)... but Tmust stop now.
Someone needs my table —ctrl-xs, fol-
lowed by ctrl-x etrl-c.
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